
UWA Medical Humanities Network
The UWA Medical Humanities Network is a university-
wide network with international links that provides an 
opportunity for educators and researchers engaged in 
medicine, allied health sciences and dentistry and those in 
the humanities, arts, music, psychology and social sciences 
to exchange ideas, share information and opportunities, 
and establish collaborative partnerships.

Institute of  
Advanced Studies

CRICOS Provider Code: 00126G

Empathy in Society
An Institute of Advanced Studies and 

UWA Medical Humanities Network Symposium

Today, empathy is generally considered to be a self-evident 
good. We try to teach our children empathy by encouraging 
them to imagine what it would be like to ‘walk in another’s 
shoes’. Scholarly interest in emotions such as empathy, 
sometimes termed the ‘affective turn’, has defined them as 
embodied feelings experienced in the context of cultural 
values and principles. Empathy is increasingly seen to be an 
essential skill particularly for medical students and doctors 
alongside technical knowledge, so as to establish trust, the 
foundation of a good doctor-patient relationship. 

Over the last decade, a substantial body of research has 
argued that more empathetic doctors can be linked to 
greater patient satisfaction, better outcomes, decreased 
physician burnout, and a lower risk of malpractice suits and 
errors. Empathy is considered by some as a cognitive skill 
that can be taught, rather than a personality trait, and so 
empathy training is increasingly being incorporated into 
medical courses around the world. Frequently such teaching 
is premised upon the belief that fictional narratives, art, 
or music may effectively convey another’s experience and 
allow the observer an enlarged understanding of their 
plight. 

This event explores current approaches to empathy and 
its cultural implications, drawing from a wide range of 
disciplines including medicine, psychology, history, law, 
literary studies and philosophy. 

Keynote Speaker: 
Nick Haslam is Professor of Psychology at the University 
of Melbourne. Nick’s research interests are in the fields of 
personality, social psychology and psychiatric classification, 
and he has published 9 books and more than 200 articles 
and book chapters in these and related areas. Nick is a 
Fellow of the Academy of the Social Sciences and currently 
co-director of the Mental Health PhD program at the 
University of Melbourne, and Director of the Researchers for 
Asylum Seekers group. 

Event Details
When:  Friday, 26 October 2018  | 9am - 5pm
Where:  Institute of Advanced Studies, UWA  
Cost:  Free
RSVP:  via email to the Institute of Advanced Studies  
 ias@uwa.edu.au

For further information contact Associate Professor 
Nahal Mavaddat – nahal.mavaddat@uwa.edu.au

The Institute of Advanced Studies

Throughout the year the IAS hosts visits from 
distinguished scholars, public intellectuals and artists. 
These visits form part of an annual program of public 
lectures, masterclasses, symposia and workshops. Visit 
our website for more information www.ias.uwa.edu.au.


